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Protexx MetalHide 
 
Purpose & Area of Use: 
 
Protexx MetalHide is a tough high-build coating for use on  
correctly prepared structural steel surfaces, both interior and 
exterior (certain shades only) which have been correctly  
prepared to receive the coating. MetalHide may also be used on 
cementitious surfaces in conjunction with steelwork where a 
uniform finish is required. 
 
Product: 
 
A single component polyurethane coating base containing pig-
mentation which inhibits the passage of water vapour and oxy-
gen underlying steel surfaces, this inhibiting the formation of 
rust. The polymer system has excellent penetrative and adhe-
sion properties. 
 
Process Compatibility: 
 
MetalHide can be applied over most existing types of steel coat-
ings except chlorinated rubber and 2-component system where 
compatibility and adhesion should be checked before use. Bare 
steel should be primed with Aluprime or Zincure depending 
upon condition. 
 
Colour: 
 
MetalHide is available in mid pastel to deep colours, for interior 
use, and as shaded aluminium finish for exterior use. The pig-
mentation does not allow supply in white or pale pastel shades. 
 
Standard Pack: 
 
20 and 4 litre metal pails. 
 
Physical Properties: 
 
Liquid Material: 
Volume solids: 60-72% 
Specific gravity: 1.15-1.22 (depending on pigmentation) 
Flash point: 38°C 
Shelf life: 1 year in original sealed cans when 
 stored in cool dry conditions. 
 
Applied Film: 
Flexibility: Passes 3mm mandrel @ 75 µ d.f.t 
 3mm mandrel @ 150 µ d.f.t 
Durability: Excellent, noting that shaded aluminium 
 grades have lowered acid resistance. 
Normal film build: 125-140 µ d.f.t 
Chemical resistance: Excellent, noting that shaded  aluminium 
 grades have lowered acid resistance. 
Fungus resistance: MetalHide presents an inert surface 
 which will not promote the growth of  
 common mould and fungi. 
 

Surface Preparation: 
 
Painted Steelwork: Must be clean and dry, with surface rust, 
dirt and grime removed. 
Bare Steelwork: Should be abrasive blasted and primed with 
Protexx Zincure or mechanically wire-brushed/ground and 
primed with either Zincure or Protexx Aluprime. 
Concrete Surfaces: should be clean and dry, and if porous, 
primed with either Traxx 1050 or Chevaline Epistixx. 
 
Application Procedure: 
 
Spreading rates: 
5-6 sqm/litre to achieve a theoretical 120µ d.f.t on a smooth 
surface. Practical spreading rate in 4.5-5.0 sqm/litre. 
 
Dilution: 
Normally not needed for brush/roller application. Up to 15% by 
volume with Xylol for spray application, depending on type of 
equipment used. 
 
Dry times (depending on atmospheric conditions): 
Touch dry: 4-6 hours 
Through dry: 24 hours 
Full cure: 2-3 days 
 
Thinning/Clean up: 
Thin with Xylol. Clean upwith Xylol or Colourcure AP Thinners. 
 
Specification Notes: 
 
1. MetalHide is normally applied by spray in a single 

double-pass coat to a correctly prepared surface. Brush 
and/or roller application may require two coats to 
achieve the same film build. 

2. For most purposes, on most previously painted 
steelwork, an average d.f.t of 100µ will provide 
adequate coverage and protection, with 15% SD.  

 
Health & Safety: 
 
MetalHide is a solvent-based urethane coating. All normal 
precautions for handling solvent-borne materials must be 
observed including: 
− Storage in cool dry conditions away from naked flames 
− No Smoking in area while handling or applying 
− Use of barrier cream on exposed skin 
− Use of solvent cartridge mask and safety goggles while 

handling material. Note, that this material contains a 
small portion of free isocyanate monomer with very low 
vapour pressure. For normal application it presents a 
very low health hazard. 

The information in this product data sheet is based on our experience and testing. It represents the latest information available at the time of printing, but no guarantee of its accuracy is made 
or implied, nor responsibility taken for use to which this information may be put. We reserve the right to alter or up-date information parameters and formulations at any time without notice. 
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